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Illinois Food Scrap Coalition



Bright Beat… Helping Partners Strategize, Reuse, Recycle, Compost & Donate

4 Million Pounds of Resources Redirected since 2010



COLLABORATION IS KEY

WASTED FOOD ACTION ALLIANCE
prevent | rescue | recycle

http://www.chicagosustainabilitytaskforce.org


A thriving not-for-profit organization 
advancing diversion and 
composting of organics in Illinois 
through advocacy, program 
implementation and promotion, 
market development, and 
outreach
Membership includes: Composters, institutions, stores, restaurants, office 
buiildings, non-profits, public sector, haulers, concerned individuals, students

Illinois Food Scrap Coalition

www.illinoiscomposts.org



Education: Teaching about composting

https://illinoiscomposts.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/IFSC-Impact-Infographic-2020.pdf


Market Development: Increasing compost use  ………

1. Strategic education to minimize contamination 

2. Identify and promote retailers of finished compost ( "Buy 
Compost" IFSC webpage )  

3. Engage with Sports Turf and playing field communities, park 
districts, school districts 

4. Engage with Public Sector and Green building industry

https://illinoiscomposts.org/resources/where-to-buy-finished-compost/
https://illinoiscomposts.org/resources/where-to-buy-finished-compost/


Communication: Growing awareness + access ………

1. EQUITABLY strengthen the composting community and support 
organizations and individuals to expand access, awareness and 
distribution of IFSC resources 

2. Use data effectively to communicate impact, promote involvement and 
identify opportunities to get composting on the radars of municipal entities 

3. Engage stakeholder organizations for strategic partnerships and 
collaborative action



Advocacy: Get communities composting

Residential collection programs 
in 63 municipalities

Municipal Composting Food Waste Reduction 
Toolkit for Illinois 
Schools *a collaboration with 
Wasted Food Action Alliance

Municipal Guide  
How to start a 
composting program in 
your community

http://illinoiscomposts.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Municipal-Composting-one-pager-1.pdf
https://wastedfoodaction.org/school-toolkit/
https://wastedfoodaction.org/school-toolkit/
https://wastedfoodaction.org/school-toolkit/


WE COMPOST: Support entities that compost ………

● 52 Businesses 
● 11 Grocery Stores and 

Farmers Markets 
● 59 Municipalities 
● 16 Organizations & 

Institutions 
● 55 Restaurants & Caterers 
● 57 Universities & Schools

We Compost Partners:



COLLABORATION IS KEY

WASTED FOOD ACTION ALLIANCE
prevent | rescue | recycle

http://www.chicagosustainabilitytaskforce.org


Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction Project

23 communities, 4 waste haulers, farms, community gardens, park districts, 
Lake County Forest Preserve and Farm Bureau, IL Sustainable Technology 
Center, University of IL Extension-Lake County, Civil Agents and Bright Beat… 
funded by USDA

Solid Waste Agency of Lake County + 38 collaborators

<< SOIL PROBE photo courtesy of Vytas Pabedinskas of Save our Soil LLC

GOAL: Developing a stronger, more vibrant circular economy for 
managing food scraps and other organic material 

OUTCOMES: Data, findings, marketing materials and a model that 
can be used by other units of local government   

COMPONENTS: 
1. Compost to farmland/community garden demonstration study 
2. Market development for final compost product  
3. Strengthening the community gardening network  
4. Enhanced marketing and education to increase participation rates in residential and commercial 

food scrap collection programs

LINK TO LEARN MORE:

 http://illinoiscomposts.org/education-and-outreach/

sustaining-partner-spotlight-lake-county-illinois-community-
compost-and-food-waste-reduction-project/ 

http://illinoiscomposts.org/education-and-outreach/sustaining-partner-spotlight-lake-county-illinois-community-compost-and-food-waste-reduction-project/
http://illinoiscomposts.org/education-and-outreach/sustaining-partner-spotlight-lake-county-illinois-community-compost-and-food-waste-reduction-project/
http://illinoiscomposts.org/education-and-outreach/sustaining-partner-spotlight-lake-county-illinois-community-compost-and-food-waste-reduction-project/


Chicago Region Food Rescue Hub 
COMMUNICATION + LOGISTICS HUB:  
A community-led initiative to identify neighborhood-based 
resources and needs, reduce wasted food through rescue from local 
stores, and explore opportunities for physical hubs to provide 
resources, support programs and compost food scraps.

PARTNERS:  
Chicagoland Food Sovereignty Coalition   
- Comprised of 20+ autonomous mutual aid groups 
Wasted Food Action Alliance 
Seven Generations Ahead 
Other Supporting Groups and Projects



Work Plan
● ASSESS CURRENT FOOD RESCUE LANDSCAPE 

● COORDINATE TO BUILD FOOD RESCUE HUB 

● GET MORE FOOD 

● SUPPORT AND SHARE RESILIENCE MODEL

Chicago Region Food Rescue Hub 

Values
● COORDINATION AND COMMUNICATION 

● FOOD ACCESS 

● EQUITY AND FOOD SOVEREIGNTY 

● NEIGHBORHOOD VOICE



Committed collaborators include: IL compost facilities, large 
generators of food scraps + compostable packaging, University soil 
scientists, US Composting Council, Biodegradable Products Institute (BPI) 
& Compost Manufacturers Alliance (CMA), Foodservice Packaging 
Institute (FPI), NatureWorks and many more interested. Awaiting feedback 
on primary funding to move ahead. 

GOAL: To capture and communicate scientific findings and real-world 
experiences around use and processing of compostable plastics — to 
grow infrastructure and advance organics recycling in Illinois and beyond. 

OUTCOMES:  Piloted use of labeling standards and marketing 
communication — to better inform consumers and compost site operators 
of product compostability and the need for/benefits of composting.  

*Proposed* Plastics Packaging 
Compostability Demonstration Project

Get Involved: https://tinyurl.com/compostbrainstorm

https://tinyurl.com/compostbrainstorm


THANKS FOR LISTENING 
… TAKE ACTION!

STEPHANIE KATSAROS, steph@brightbeat.com 

mailto:steph@brightbeat.com

